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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . Claims 1-12 are presented for examination. Claims 13-20 are cancelled. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr, Richard Katz on May 9, 2006. 

Amendments to the Claims 

4. Please cancel claims 13-20. 

5. Please amend the claims 1 and 2 as below. 

Claim 1 : (Currently Amended) A method for selecting one protocol from among a 
plurality of protocols to establish one or more communications sessions between a first computer 
and a second computer, where the first computer has an object and the second computer has an 
object-handle associated with the object, and where the object-handle identifies the plurality of 
protocols, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) defining a plurality of ranges so that each of the ranges represents a priority rule: 

b) determining the priority rule that applies to each of the plurality of protocols 
respectively identified in the object-handle based on a configuration for the second computer : 

cV upon invocation on the second computer of the object handle for each of said one or 
more communication sessions , generating bids having bid values for each of on e or mor e 
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protocols among the plurality of protocols identified by the object-handle , wherein each of the 
bid values is in one of the ranges that represents the priority rule upon invoicing on th e s e cond 
comput e r th e obj e ct locat e d on the first comput e r for e ach of said ono or mor e communication 
s e ssions ; 

d}b7 dynamically arranging the bid values in a sequence corresponding to their relative 
values so as to indicate a relative preference among each of t he plurality o f on e or more 
protocols for each of said one or more commimications sessions; and 

e}e7 parsing the arranged bid values to select a highest protocol that is the highest 
preference according to the sequence and is effective in establishing each of said one or more 
commimications sessions . 

2, (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1, wherein the generating step further 
comprises the steps of: 

a) 7 - r e f e r e ncing a pr e d e fin e d configuration that is associat e d with th e s e cond comput e r ; 

br for each of the one or more protocols among the plurality of protocols, determining 
whether the one or more protocols qualifies according to the configuration; and 

b) €7 when the one or more protocols qualifies, setting a the bid value for the one or more 
protocols according to the configuration. 


Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 - 1 2 are allowed. 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Haresh Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272-3973. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10:00 am to 
8:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Haresh Patel j/l 


May 9, 2006 



/JOHN FOLLAI^BEE 

kvisQPLE«rd^r examiner 
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